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INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE DISCLAIMER:

SummaCare posts policies relating to coverage and medical necessity issues to assist members and
providers in administering member benefits. These policies do not constitute a contract or agreement
between SummaCare and any member or provider. The policies are guidelines only and are intended
to assist members and providers with coverage issues. SummaCare is not a health care provider, does
not provide or assist with health care services or treatment, and does not make guarantees as to the
effectiveness of treatment administered by providers. The treatment of members is the sole
responsibility of the treating provider, who is not an employee of SummaCare, but is an independent
contractor in private practice. The policies posted to this site may be updated and are subject to
change without prior notice to members or providers.

Medical policies in conjunction with other nationally recognized standards of care are used to make
medical coverage decisions.

Surgical Interruption of Pelvic Nerve Pathways Policy

Indication/Usage:

Pain in the pelvic area that lasting greater than 6 months is known as chronic pelvic pain. This type of
pain can be related to menstruation, endometriosis, fibroids, or pelvic inflammatory disease. Treatment
for chronic pelvic pain depends on the underlying cause, severity of symptoms, the extent and location of
disease, the desire for pregnancy, and the age of the patient. Two surgeries that are meant to relieve
chronic pelvic pain are the laparoscopic uterine nerve ablation (LUNA) and presacral neurectomy (PSN).
In these surgeries, nerves in the pelvic area are destroyed or removed.
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Medical Indications for Authorization Commercial and Medicare Members
SummacCare considers uterine nerve ablation (UNA & LUNA), and presacral neurectomy (PSN) for
both open and laparoscopic experimental and investigational for the treatment of chronic pelvic pain or

other indications because their effectiveness has not been established.

SummacCare considers hypogastric plexus neurolysis experimental and investigational for the treatment
of chronic pelvic pain from endometriosis because the effectiveness of this approach has not been
established.

There is currently no NCD or LCD per CMS
CPT Codes

* CPT 58578: Unlisted laparoscopy procedure, uterus
*  CPT 64999: Unlisted procedure, nervous system

Limitations

ACOG issued a practice bulletin number 218 for chronic pelvic pain. There is limited evidence to
support laparoscopic uterosacral nerve ablation and presacral neurectomy in the treatment of chronic
pelvic pain.

Coverage Decisions

Coverage decisions made per CMS Guidelines, Hayes Research and industry standards research

Plans Covered By This Policy

Commercial and Medicare
Considered experimental and investigational for all lines of business

Sources Reviewed

American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG). Chronic pelvic pain: ACOG practice
bulletin, number 218. Obstet Gynecol. 2020; 135(3):e98-e109.

Api M, Boza A, Ceyhan M, et al. The efficacy of laparoscopic presacral neurectomy in dysmenorrhea:
Is it related to the amount of excised neural tissue? Turk J Obstet Gynecol. 2017; 14(4):238-242.
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27(2):419-432.
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dysmenorrhea: a systematic review of effectiveness. Acta Obstet Gynecol Scand. 2007; 86(1):415.

Johnson NP, Farquhar CM, Crossley S, et al. A double-blind randomized controlled trial of

laparoscopic uterine nerve ablation for women with chronic pelvic pain. Bjog. Sep 2004;
111(9):950959.

Sutton C, Pooley AS, Jones KD, et al. A prospective, randomized, double-blind controlled trial of
laparoscopic uterine nerve ablation in the treatment of pelvic pain associated with endometriosis.
Gynaecol Endosc. 2001; 10(4):217-222.

National Institute for Health and Clinical Evidence (NICE). Laparoscopic uterine nerve ablation
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